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[Intro]

It was my first business trip since I’d graduated from uni. At the hotel, the guy I was sharing a room 
with asked me, “What’s your purpose in life?” I couldn’t give a straight answer because I’d never 
thought about a serious question like this. His response was: “Fame and money, these are two 
things all men should pursue.”

“Fame and money” - two things sinful men have pursued throughout human history. 

In this internet age, the power of social media can actually make you famous and rich overnight. 

You may have heard about Clare Werbeloff - “chk, chk, BOOM” girl. Her case is a demonstration of 
the explosive power of the internet and the modern phenomenon of instant celebrity.

Last month Werbeloff gave a false description of a Sydney shooting to a Nine Network camera crew. 
This has been viewed hundreds of thousands of times on YouTube.

Even though she admits her eyewitness account was ALL LIES, she has NO regrets.

"It's been the biggest week of my life," the 19-year-old waitress from Sydney's northern beaches said.

"I've had fun and I didn't mean anything by it. It's just a bit of fun, so it will be a good story for the 
grandkids," she said!!!!

Instant fame!! Daily interviews, a Facebook fan group and a host of internet entrepreneurs cashing in 
on the "chk chk boom" craze - Clare has found instant fame. T-shirts, caps, a rap song and other 
souvenirs. This craze has led to job offers, interview requests from the world's media, and even a 
reference in federal parliament!!!

Fame and money. She got these two things overnight just because of a BIG, FAT LIE. What’s worse - 
she’s not ashamed at all!!

This is the world we live in. Have we become immune to the consequences of lying? As  we read the 
story of Ananias and Sapphira, maybe your reaction is, “What’s so bad about what they did?  What 
kind of God does something like this? Do they really deserve the death penalty? Why so swiftly? 
They gave most their money away, so how can God be so mean? Why should we believe in such a 
harsh God?”

In today’s context, in a world where lying is ‘just a bit of fun’ as long as it helps to gain fame and 
money - how do we read Acts 5? Is this story irrelevant? No - I believe this story should have a 
profound impact in our lives as Christians. In a sense, the story of Annanias and Sapphira is a 
parable of the gospel - dealing with sin, judgment and the possibility of grace.

[Context]

The immediate context of the story is the early Jerusalem church and how all were looked after. Luke 
paints a vivid picture of the new lifestyle at the end of chapter 2 (vv. 44-45), “All the believers were 
together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone 
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as he had need.” As the new Church expands, nobody was in need. In 4:34-35, it says, “There were 
no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, 
brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles feet, and it was distributed to anyone as 
he had need.” 

However, this new community is not all romance and righteousness. Luke, as a historian, is honest 
about this. He records the interior life of the first Spirit-filled community by telling us about two people 
who stand out in sharp contrast. First there is Barnabas, a man filled with the Holy Spirit, who gives 
all to the community. And then there is Ananias whose heart is filled with Satan. To all appearances, 
Barnabas and Ananias did the same thing. Both sold property. Both brought the money to the 
apostles’ feet. But, the big difference is that one brought ALL the sale money. The other only brought 
a proportion. One is utterly truthful, the other a liar. Here we have faith and unbelief, selflessness and 
selfishness, goodness and deceitfulness, sacrifice and sacrilege, trust in God and the worship of self, 
total commitment and shameful hypocrisy.

As we get into the details of the story, there are three points I’d like to make: sin, judgement and 
grace.

[The Story] 

Firstly, SIN

At first sight, there is nothing wrong with Ananias and Sapphira keeping part of the sale money. Peter 
plainly says that their property is their own -  both before and after the sale. This is not “primitive 
communism”. They don’t have to sell their piece of land and they’re not obliged to give away part or 
all of the money. The sharing is voluntary.

So what’s the problem?

The problem is that they promised to give the church the total amount raised but they bring only a 
part. The problem is that they pretended to bring the whole. They wanted glory without sacrifice. 
They wanted the honour Barnabas had received without having to pay the full price.

Let’s think about Ananias and Sapphira. They are just ordinary people like us. Do we sometimes try 
to impress others by manipulating their opinion of us? Who of us hasn’t withheld the truth, or covered 
up with a ‘white lie’ so that people will think better of us? 

Maybe you think their motives aren’t that bad. Perhaps they were inspired by Barnabas and wanted 
to do the same but they’re worried about what’s going to happen in their old age if they gave away all 
their assets. 

So what is the real problem?

In v. 3, “Then Peter said, ʻAnanias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to 
the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land?”

The problem is SIN. Their sin was lying. They lied to the Holy Spirit, which means they were lying to 
God. The problem’s not that they lacked honesty, or were greedy. The problem was that they lacked 
integrity. They can lie in front of people but they can’t lie in front of God. He is the God of truth who 
searches each one’s heart. 

The sin that Ananias commits reminds us the story of Achan in Joshua 7. Achan hid some of the 
spoils of war that the Lord had claimed for Himself. He thought he could deceive God who searches 
people’s hearts. Achan showed his contempt for the knowledge of the Lord. He touched what was 
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devoted to the Lord and disregarded the holiness of the Lord. When Ananias said he would give the 
entire amount of money to God, that whole money became God’s possession. Both Ananias and 
Achan robbed God of what was rightfully God’s. Ananias imitates the heart of Achan’s sin, rejecting 
God  and mocking God’s holiness in the midst of His people. “What made you think of doing such a 
thing? You have not lied to men but to God.” (v.4) - this couple, like Achan, dared to deceive in the 
presence of the Holy One. They are stealing God’s glory. 

Secondly, JUDGMENT

The spirit- filled apostles dealt with the matter immediately. The sin is detected and judged. But, how 
do we explain this sudden death? Is God too harsh? Or is it just Peter, who laid a curse on them?

Interestingly, a similar thing has happened twice before. In the Garden of Eden a man and a woman 
tried to deceive God, and the result was death. Then there was Achan stealing what rightfully was 
God’s. He and his whole household were destroyed. 

Adam, Achan, Ananias - at the beginning of each “fresh start” God was making His people, the same 
thing happened. I am sure this story applies to us today too.

Ananias “fell down and died” before he had a chance to reply. About three hours later, without 
knowing her husband’s death, Sapphira came in. Peter gave her the chance to repent by asking her 
to state the price they’d received for the land, but she said, “Yes, that is the price” (v.8). Again, the sin 
is “to test the Spirit of the Lord” (v.9) - She also tried to get away with their deception. What a dreadful 
picture - her dead husband’s feet were still at the door steps. Imagine how scary it would be having a 
dead body with its feet uncovered just outside the side door here... Again, the woman dropped dead.  

“Why this immediate capital punishment without an opportunity for repentance? Is this  fair?”

Who said life was supposed to be fair? What is fair? Our idea of what’s fair and what’s not are 
constantly changing. So who sets up a valid criteria for fairness? Ultimately, who is in charge to make 
the final call for fairness?

As Paul says in Romans - all men (and women) are liars, all of us deserve death. We are all going to 
be judged and we’re all going to die because of sin. The only difference is when. For Ananias and 
Sapphira their judgment was immediate. 

In “The Problem of Pain” C.S.Lewis says God’s attitude to sin is similar to that of a surgeon to cancer. 
The destructive tissue has to be removed. God’s judgement is His love at work destroying what is 
destroying us. Sometimes the divine surgery is radical, as in this story. When we put our trust in our 
own system of fairness, we’ll have a problem with this immediate death penalty. But, when we put our 
faith in the righteous, just Divine Surgeon, we know what God has done is perfect.

Thirdly, GRACE

Ananias and Sapphira have a warped view of God. Maybe they thought if they were not perfect God 
wouldn’t accept them. If only they could appear to be good, then they would be accepted by God. 
They also have a defective view of their fellow Christians. They were fearful about their inability to 
measure up. They worried about what others thought of them. Obviously, they wouldn’t be accepted 
by others if they confessed to being less than Barnabas. In a society where outward appearance is 
highly valued, people will exaggerate and even lie to gain acceptance and approval. As soon as we 
find ourselves lying to fit in with our peers - we start tolerating sin, and are blind to God’s holiness.

Where’s the grace in these warped views? How do we receive God’s grace and show grace to 
others?
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The key to receiving God’s grace is humbly acknowledging that we need Him. It’s not about showing 
God how good I am. Pride closes the door that permits God’s grace to enter our lives. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus’ first four Beatitudes say virtually the same thing: “The poor in 
spirit,” “those who mourn”, “the meek,” and “those who hunger and thirst for righteousness” are those 
who don’t hide their helplessness. Instead they accept they need God. These are the ones who are 
blessed.  For Christians, all power comes through grace - undeserved, unmerited favor. 

Hypocrites have a problem - they aren’t able to accept themselves as who they are. They refuse to 
accept the fact that they are weak and poor. They are proud of themselves, and think that they 
deserve the blessings they get. They refuse to accept their faults. And these hinder grace. 

Being mature in Christ means you acknowledge your imperfection. Once we stop putting on a show 
of pretending we are perfect, that’s when we are free to be who we are. Then we won’t need to lie to 
others and to God. 

The essence of grace is acceptance by God our Father. God loved us even while we were His 
enemies. We are not worthy for God to love us, but God loves us anyway. Only by God’s grace, are 
we worthy to God and to each other. 

In Romans 15:7, Paul says, “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 
praise to God.” At church, we are all on the receiving end of God’s grace. We can be accepted by 
others only when we have been accepted by God. 

Ananias and Sapphira didn’t understand this. They thought they could make themselves look better 
before God and others. They didn’t understand that their lies could never cover up their defects. They  
didn’t realize that they couldn’t achieve perfection through their own efforts. 

Greatness in Christ’s kingdom is a given, a gift, that we gratefully receive in spite of our failures and 
our sin. - This is what grace means.

What can we learn from this story?

Imagine another scenario: Ananias and Sapphira had said, “Here is where we would like to be - we’d 
like to have the same kind of trust and generosity as Barnabas. But we find we are not there yet ...So 
all we can do now is give part of our money. Would you help us grow toward what we would like to 
become?”

Then the gracious God would say, “You don’t have to be like Barnabas. You are supposed to be your 
own person, to be what no other is and to do what no other can do. So you can go to church and be 
just who you are. Church is the place where grace reigns. I have seen the whole church as a perfect 
body, not because it’s perfect, but because it’s being redeemed. ‘Once you were not a people, but 
now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy.’ (1 Peter 2:10). Church is where nobodies become somebodies, ‘no-people’ become ‘My 
people’!”

Sin, judgement, and grace - The story of Ananias and Sapphira is the gospel experience lived out. 
Our sin, whether lying or being deceptive, matters to God. God will judge because He is the God of 
all truth, He is the holy God, who hates sin and lies. But He is also the God of grace, mercy, and 
forgiveness. Today is one more day that He has shown us His mercy so we can repent and live freely 
as His people.
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